SI 8i*\L  CONDITION.
f -
t,:ahivaitQO is extruding  every year,   and the  little cask
that t!ie iT^p brings in to the cultivator, at the time of the
\**ar when he stands most in need of it, serves as a great
attraction u>r him,   still It rarst not be looked  upon as a
uron that iia> established itself as an essential part of our
rural economy:. but only as a subsidiary one to be taken
up and put by as the demand for the fibre fluctuates.
The   sea!   of  Indigo  cultivation   and    manufacture
is   Bengal,   the   X0rth-Western   pro-
vinces and the Madras, the Bengal dye
being the best all round.    But the earliest European re-
cords of Indigo manufacture are associated with Western
and   Southern India,    it is   very  probable  that  indigo
first  introduced  in Western  and  Southern  India,
whence    It   migrated  to  Northern  India   and Bengal
which   afforded greater facilities.    The development of
iis cultivation  and manufacture in Bengal is  solely  doe
to the enlightened   policy adopted by  the  East  India
Company,   who  began by Importing good planters from
the   West    Indies    asad    subsidising   their    enterprize
advances.     Until  the introduction  of tea,- indigo
the   only Industry in which European capita!  and
enterprise, helped  by  encouragement from the Govern-
met   with   marked   success.    Similar   attempts
were          to import sugarcane-planters from the  West
Indies and  establish    sugarcane plantations in India on
the          of indigo plantation^ but these attempts utterly
failed,    Owi <g to various reasons which it would be out
of           to discuss  here, the  indigo enterprise  is   now
gradually, passing out of the  hands of the European